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speaking to us was to compare latitudes, and we also heard
they reckoned themselves half a degree more to the north-
ward than we did, consequently thought themselves
sufficiently to windward to clear the French coast, and
under that idea they stood on, conceiving we certainly
should do the same. At day break the following morning
Captain Smith discovered his error when too late to cure it,
the rocks off Ushant being upon the lee quarter and
stretching as far forward as the bow, so close aboard that
they had no alternative but that of standing on under a
press of sail thereby to endeavour to clear the danger, which
happily they effected, but had any of the rigging given way,
or a single sail split, or had the wind headed them even half
a point only, they must inevitably have gone ashore upon
the rocks off the coast of France, and in all probability every
soul on board would have perished. Captain Smith told
Captain Waddell that in the whole course of his life he had
never been in so perilous a situation, that at day break
when he saw a most tremendous sea dashing over the rocks
within a mile to leeward of him, blowing as it then did, he
thought it was all over with them, and would readily have
given every guinea he possessed to have been where he had
left the Plassey the evening before. I mention this circum-
stance to shew the superior skill and judgment of Captain
Waddell.

In the present days no such difficulty as occurred to us
from the wind preventing our hearing what was said from
the Hampshire can happen, as by the telegraphic signals
now established and in general use, ships can communicate
what they wish to be known to the Fleet, or any particular
vessel, at a distance of ten or twelve miles, and with great
quickness. I have lately seen a conversation (if it may be so
called) kept up at sea when the fleet were laying to in a
severe gale, and it would have been utterly impossible to
speak each other.

As the gale increased the sea became extremely high and
confused, occasioning the ship to labour prodigiously.
During four nights the motion was so violent, and the